ascended the throne. The greatest danger
at this peiod which threatened the whole
Muslim world, was the march of the
Mongols under Hulaku Khan. In 1258
A,D. they took Baghdad and murdered
Khalifa Motasim. One of Motasim's uncle
found an asylum in Egypt and established
a spiritual power which lasted until 1577
A.D.

DESTRUCTION OF BAGHDAD

^Benjamin Tudela, a
Jewish traveller from Navarre who visited
Baghdad during the Khilafat of Mostan-
jid in 1164 A.D. gives us a glimpse of
the capital before its destruction by the
Mongols. He writes that the Khalifa
who was a cultured and just man, gave
both the Jews and the Christians great
freedom in all affairs, and patronized
artists, poets and philosophers, who flock-
ed to his court. He himself was a scholar
and a craftsman and earned his living
by making articles of use and decoration.
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